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PUBLIC HEALTH REPORTS. 



UNITED STATES. 

The Common Tick {Dermacentor andersoni) of the Bitter Root 

Valley. 

By Ch. Wahdell Stiles, 
Chief of Division of Zoology, Hygienic Laboratory. 

Some confusion exists relative to the specific identity of the common 
tick of the Bitter Root Valley, which has been shown experimentally 
to transmit Rocky Mountain spotted fever. This confusion is due to 
the fact that it is often exceedingly difficult to distinguish one species 
of tick from another. 

After a careful study of a large number of specimens from Mon- 
tana, I am now thoroughly convinced that the tick in question repre- 
sents a distinct species, for which the name {Dermacentor andersoni) 
used by me in 1905 should be retained. 

The species with which it is most easily confused are Dermacentor 
occidentalis of California, D. parumapertus of California, and D. 
venustus of Texas. 

It differs from D. occidentalis in having short, instead of long, 
dorso-lateral prolongations of the base of the capitulum, and in having 
a blade-like prominence instead of a prominent spur on the dorso- 
distal portion of trochanter I. 

It differs from D. parumapertus and D. venustus in form and size 
of stigmal plate and arrangements of the "goblets." 

In the male of D. andersoni the dorsolateral prolongation of the stig- 
mal plate shows a decided tendency to form a right angle with the 
body of the plate, while in the female it forms an acute angle. Farther 
the "goblets" are much more numerous and crowded than in either 
D. parumapertus or D. venustus. 

Descriptions, figures, and differential keys of these forms will appear 
later. 

[Reports to the Surgeon-General, Public Health and Marine-Hospital Service.] 

Report from San Francisco, Cat. — Plague-prevention, work at San 
Francisco, Oakland, Berkeley, and Emeryville, Col. 

Passed Assistant Surgeon Blue reports: 

SAN FRANCISCO, CAL. 

Week ended June 20. 

Date of last case, sickened January 30, 1908. 

Sick inspected 24 

Dead inspected 104 

Premises inspected ' 20,023 
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